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TENANT 
POWER 


Lea View tenants have won 


‘ their fight to get the estate 


improved. Hackney councillors 
passed the £5 million reno- 
vation programme at a joint 
Housing Management and Hous- 
ing Development Committee 
meeting on 19th January. All 
that remains is for the Labour 
Group and the Department of 
the Environment to approve 

the scheme and work on the 
estate will start in August. 

150 tenants from Lea View 
marched on Hackney Town Hall 
on 19th January when the final 
decision was to be made. The 
march was the culmination of 
an intense "Renew Lea View" 
campaign run by the Lea View 
Tenants Association. The 
marchers were set to occupy 
the meeting but councillors 
passed a motion to allow 
press and public to stay. 

The vote was finally taken 
at 11.30, after some pretty 
heated discussion and despite 
a move by Chairperson Charlie 
Cable to block it. Eleven of 
the fourteen councillors who 
stuck it out to the end voted 
in favour. Also passed was 
a £3 million improvement pro- 
ject for Stonebridge Estate 
in Haggerston. A similar 
programme for Holly Street 
Estate was not passed. 

According to a spokes- 
person from the Lea View 
T.A.: "It was muscle that 
made them change their mind. 

I have never seen a council 
meeting where they were so 
frightened and disrupted so 
much. It was raw tenant 
power". Jack Davidson, chair- 
person of the T.A., said: "The 
tenants were not going to sit 
back and be fobbed off by 
Hackney council any longer’. 


This is the third time that 
Lea View has been considered 
for improvement. Jack des- 
cribed the residents as “a 


~very angry bunch of tenants’. 


DE IIED 


Lea View was not expecting 
to win this time either. 
Hackney's housing policy has 
tended towards spending on 
newly acquired houses, home 
improvement grants and Housing 
Associations. The Housing Im- 
provement programme has been 
cut from £39 million to £21 
million. Allegations in the 
Hackney Gazette that Lea View 
won at the expense of a spec- 
ial housing programme for 
pensioners have been vehem- 
ently denied by the Tenants 


MORLEY CUT-OFF 


Following two dramatic 
dawn raids by police the 
Morley House squat in 
Cazenove Road has had all 
its electricity and gas 
supplies cut off. 

At least 25 people were 
arrested, mainly on charges 
relating to the stealing of 
gas and electricity, but the 
police indiscriminately 
smashed through the doors 
of all the tenants on two of 
the blocks on the estate. 

The first raid took place 


on 14 January and was made by 
a large number of police, 
accompanied by police dogs 
and gas board officials. 

The police carried no war- 
rants and yet made extensive 
searches for drugs and stolen 
goods. Many doors were broken 
down in the raid, while 
others had 6-inch nails driven 
into their hinges to prevent 
tenants from re-entering 
their flats. 

Whilst searching the roams 
the police took many photo- 











Association. "No programmes 
have been cut because of us. 
And anyway the estate will 
have sheltered units for 
pensioners". 

Plans for the renovation 
scheme have already been pre- 
pared by Camden architects 
Hunt Thompson Associates. 
The architects interviewed 
almost half the households 
on the estate, spending an 
hour with each to find out 
what the tenants wanted. 
WeekTy Strategy Group meet- 
ings were also held with 
the tenants, to keep them 
informed on developments in 
the plan. This is the first 
time that a renovation pro- 
gramme for a pre-war estate 
has been drawn up in full 
consultation with the resi- 
dents. 

Renovation work will be 


graphs, presumably to be used 
later in evidence. 

Using the excuse that many 
of the tenants were not pay- 
ing for gas, the supplies to 
the estate were cut off, al- 
though electric cooking rings 


Go ahead 
won for 
Lea View 
@ renewal 


carried out with the major- 
ity of the tenants still 
living on the estate. Bigger 
flats, special "mobility" 
and sheltered housing units, 
gardens and a central play 
area are included in the 
scheme. As Jack Davidson 
put it: "You include every 
kind of person in the comm- 
unity in this development. 
It will be a totally self- 
sufficient community". 

Increasing the size of the 
present 300 units will mean 
losing 52 flats, but a corr- 
esponding number of tenants 
want to move anyway. Apart 
from this, tenants commit- 
ment to the estate has tot- 
ally changed since the Ten- 
ants Association was formed: 
people wanting to move are 
now definately in the minor- 
ity. 


were brought in by the Gas 
Board for those who complained 
that they were in fact paying 
their gas bills. 

But in the early hours of 
the following morming, the 
police arrived again, this 
time with Elecrticity Board 
officials, and electricity 
supplies were cut off under 
the pretext that all the 
wiring on the estate was in 
a dangerous conditicn. 

As a result of these raids 
about half of the 150 people 
who lived in the squat have 
been intimidated into leavina. 

Speaking to residents of 
Morley House HPP has dis- 





















































Sorry! We've had 
to put the price 


up from this issue. 
See back page. 





inside 

The occupation of Hollywell 
House (Shoreditch offices of 
MacDonald Phoebus, a subsid- 
iary of the British Printing 
Corporation), is now enter- 
ing its third month. The 65 
members of the National Union 
of Joumalists (NUJ) who 
occupied in opposition to 
redundancies (see last month's 
Hackney People's Press) have 
managed to maintain their 
morale, even in the face of 
threats and intimidation 
from the management. 

The 65, who were all sacked 
when they took over the off- 
ices, will not come out of 
occupation until they are all 
reinstated, the redundancies 
are reversed and full back 
pay is granted. 

The management threatened 
the staff that if the 
occupation din not finish by 
5 Jan they would "never 
speak to the occupiers again’. 
(Shame.) But the deadline 
came and went and the manage- 
ment are still talking. 

BPC management attempted 
to split the occupation, by 
offering to swap two people 
threatened with redundancy 
for two pregnant women in- 
volved in the occupation. 
Not surprisingly this was 
decisively rejected by the 
occupation, which reaffirmed 
its its total oppositim to 
all redundancies. 

When this tactic failed an 
attempt was made to split the 
NUJ from the occupation by 
making direct approaches to 
the General Secretary, Ken 
Ashton. But the NW are com 
tinuing to pay £20 a week 
strike pay and at the time 
of going to press are stand 
ing firm by this. 


Donations and support are 
still urgently needed and 
should be sent c/o: 

NUWJ Book Branch, 

314 Grays Inn Rd, 

LONDON WCl. 
Cheques should be made out to: 
MacDonald Educational NUJ 
Chapel. 
ESS TE 
covered that these raids 
follow several months of 
police harassment. It is 
estimated that same 50% of 
the residents had been picked 
up by the police prior to the 
raids. 

Morley House has been a lic 
enesed squat for over one 
year. In that time Gas and 
Electricity officials have 
visited the estate several 
times, but have not ordered 
any repairs. 

The raid has echoes of the 
type of police activity which 
accompanied the eviction of 
squatters from Kilner House 
near the Oval, 
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LONDON GETS 
HESELTINED 


Michael Heseltine's announce- 
ment just before Christmas of 
the new methods of calculat- 
ing grants from central gov- 
ernment to local authorities 
kept finance officers up and 
down the country busy on 
their pocket calculators all 
over the holiday period. 
Urban areas, particularly 
London, guessed - and until 
they had looked at the for- 
mulae in detail it was only 
a guess - that Heseltine was 
penalising them in favour of 
the richer, often Tory con- 
trolled, shire counties. Now 
it seems as though this is 
true. 

Research done at North 
East London Polytechnic by 
Tony Travers shows how the 
shire counties have won at 
the expense of the cities. 

We present some of his work 
here in the hope that it will 
illuminate the Council's own 
decision-making process, as 
it sets about fixing the 
rates for next year. In fact, 
it is not clear yet whether 
these figures have been pre- 
sented to Council leaders, so 
maybe they will learn some- 
thing, too. 

The graph in this article 
shows how the new block 
grant system relates to coun- 
cil spending. In the past, a 
council was given a rate sup- 
port grant, which was a dir- 
ect percentage of its total 
spending for the year, with 
various special factors taken 
into account. Under the new 
Tory system, each local auth- 
ority gets a certain amount 
of money, calculated accord- 
ing to a complicated formula 
and based on a level of 
spending which the Department 
of the Environment decides 
should be spent in the area, 

The calculations have been 
done for five boroughs in 
London. Three of them are 
Labour controlled: Hackney, 
Lambeth and Camden. Wands- 
worth and Kensington & 
Chelsea are run by the 
Tories. Each line shows how 
the grant given by the 
government would vary with 
the level of Council spend- 
ing. 

At low levels of spending 
each Council would receive 
all the money back from the 
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HOW TOWN 
HALLS WILL 











government as block grant. 
The differences between the 
boroughs become apparent at 
the first kink in each bor- 
ough's line. In two cases, 
Kensington & Chelsea and 
Camden, the grant starts to 
fall very quickly. This 
means that as soon as Ken- 
Sington & Chelsea's expen- 
diture reaches £39 million 
and Camden's reaches £74 
million, they will receive 
absolutely no government 
money. 

In the other three cases, 
the grant just drops quickly, 
but does not drop towards 
zero, until the second kink. 

At the second kink, the 
rate changes again. This 
point is the "grant related 
expenditure level plus 
threshold". This bit of jar- 
gon, in plain English, is 
the level of spending that 
the government thinks is 
correct for the particular 
area - with a bit added on to 
allow for error. This bit 
averages about 10 per cent 
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across the country, but less 
in London. 

This point is where the 
grant should start to go 
down. Indeed it does for both 


’ Hackney and Lambeth - both 


Labour controlled boroughs 
which have angered Heseltine 
in the past for refusing to 
give into his bullying tact- 
TES. 

As we have seen, in both 
Kensington & Chelsea and 
Camden the grant started go- 
ing down long before the 
second kink was reached. But 


in Wandsworth, run by a right 


wing Tory council, and in a 
lot of the rest of the 
country, the grant continues 
to rise. This is exactly the 
opposite of what is supposed 
to happen, and suggests a 
major error by the Depart- 
ment of the Environment. 
Hackney itself suffers 
very badly. Although the 
grant does not go down very 
much as spending rises, the 
maximum it can get.seems to 
be £34.4 million. Last year 
the level announced under the 


old rate support grant settle 


ment was £46.4 million. So 
Hackney has lost £12 million 
before taking account of 

one year's inflation and 
assuming staff wage rises of 
6 per cent and general price 
rises of 11 per cent. Even 
if the last year had seen 
zero inflation and even if 
these percentages applied, 
Hackney would have to set a 
rate increase of 28.3 per 
cent to make up for lost 
grant. As it is, the actual 
rate of inflation and the 
wage sttlements (which look 
like being a very low 7.5 
per cent) will in fact make 
it very hard to keep rate 
increases below 40 per 

cent to stay in the same 
position. Running fast to 
stand still, in fact. 





MONEY NEEDED 


Dear HPP, 


Readers of Hackney People's 
Press may have noticed several 
articles inrecent months on 
Matthew O'Hara who died last 
June. The case has also rec- 
eived one report in the 
national press (The Observer). 

The Matthew O'Hara Committee 
is now in urgent need of funds 
so that we can continue our 
campaign to secure a public 
inquiry into the treatment of 
Matthew O'Hara in Pentonville 
Prison in March 1980. The cam- 
paign also co-operates with 
other groups against Home 
Office secrecy and for reform 
of the Prison Medical Service. 
Funds are needed to continue 
to pay for such items as the 
paper for printing leaflets, 
for duplicating documents and 
for postage. 

Smal] donations from many 
people would be particularly 
welcome to give us encourage- 
ment and to ensure a wide 
base of support for our cam- 
paign. 

Please send donations to: 

Matthew O'Hara Committee 

(Treasurer Joan Hughes), 

177 Glenarm Road, 

Clapton, 

LONDON E5 ONB. 


Joan Hughes. 





THATCHER BLITZ 


Dear HPP, 


In the last three months many 
parents and grandparents will 
have been telling those under 
forty what the wartime blitz 
was like, when Coventry, Lon- 
don, Plymouth, Glasgow and 
Liverpool were bombed to 
demoralise the people and 
destroy industrial production. 
Forty years on, we are living 
through another blitzkreig, 
this time directed by the 
Thatcher Government. 

The closure of factories, 
schools, hospitals, the 
accelerating rate of unem- 
ployment with its monstrous 
waste of skill and productive 
capacity, the flight of 
capital from British industry 
to havens overseas - all prom 
ise a barren future if we let 
Thatcher continue her misrule. 
Her main boast is to have 
reduced inflation to only 
twice what it was when she 
took office! 

No wonder she's frightened 
to call referenda on any of 
her policies: She covers up 
her failings by insulting 
British workers, blaming us 
for low productivity, when 
it is finance capital's 
refusal to invest in British 
industry which makes us less 
competitive. The Japanese 
invest ten times more per 
engineering employee than do 
the British investors. 

This greedy and irrespon- 
sible policy is ruining our 
country. We must prevent 
1981 being an even worse 
year for Britain than 1980 
was, and put Thatcher out. 


Will Podmore. 


ADVERTISEMENT 
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MONETARIST 


MISRULE 


As another year of monetarist 
misrule grinds painfully on, 
the Tory promises of a boom 
ing econamy, a surge of 
investment and industrial 
growth have failed to mater- 
ialise. Instead of the '80s 
heralding a 'better life 
for all', for the many who 
have been throm out of 
work they have become a 
decade of despair. 
Unemployment is rising, and 
faster than even the Goverm- 
ment imagined. Already over 
2% million are on the dole, 
and even conservative predic- 
tions say that the figure 
will reach 3 million well 
before the year is out. 
That means one person in 8 
of the working population 
will be jobless. 


Real Toll 


But the real toll is much 
higher. The ‘official’ un- 
employment statistics only 
take account of those who 
are able to sign on - they 
don't include people, mostly 
married women, who cannot 
register for unemployment 
benefit. In Hackney, where 
factories like Lesney's 
and the clothing trade have 
laid off hundreds of women 
workers, a Significantly 
large section of the labour 
force has simply disappeared 
off the records. 

What private industry there 
is in Hackney is rapidly dec~ 
lining. And qm top of this 
the Government's restrictions 
on public spending is forcing 
local authorities to cut 
back on services and, in the 


end, jobs. When the Rate 
Support Grant is announced 
in spring hundreds of council 
and voluntary sector jabs 
could go at a stroke. 


A massive campaign of 

action is needed to halt 

the massive increase of re- 
dundancies, which is growing 
daily. Throughout this series 
on unemployment, HPP will be 
looking at what measures can 
be taken, and the groups who 
are standing up to resist the 
devastating effects of the 
Tory Government's policies. 


FIGHTING THE 


TORY ROT 


Over the past year unemployment in Hackney has nearly doubled, 
from 4,289 in December 1979, to over 7,400 last Christmas. At 
the same time the number of vacancies in the local Job Centres 
has dropped by two thirds, with the result that more and more 
people are looking for even fewer jobs. In the first of a series 
of articles on unemployment, HACKNEY PEOPLE'S PRESS finds out 
what the local Trades Council is doing to fight the Tory rot. 


Hackney, which has one of the 
highest unemployment rates in 
London, will soon have a much 
needed unemployed centre. The 
Trades Council has been push- 
ing for such a centre for 
many months now, and has marr 
aged to get Hackney Council 
to provide premises rent and 
rate free. Whether this is a 


NATION ON THE DOLE 





result of plagued conscien- 
ces in the Council over the 
redundancies they have made, 
or a reflection of the fact 
that Hackney Council has one 
of the largest number of 
empty properties in the whole 
country, is not clear. Plans 
so far are to have the 
Centre in prominent shop- 
front premises. 


The Manpower Services 
Commission is willing to fund 
three workers, but the Trades 
Council is determined that 
these people should be from 
Hackney and answerable to the 
Trades Council, not the MSC. 


The Centre, which should be 
opened some time in the early 
summer, Will give advice and 
information to unemployed 
workers. But its main func- 
tion will be to organise the 
unemployed. Even with 24 mil- 
lion on the dole the TUC and 
union leaders continue to 
take no action over this 
issue. However, with local 
initiatives of this sort and 
mounting concern among union 
leaders about falling member- 
ships (although undoubtedly 
prompted by financial con- 
siderations), there is a 
possibility that some action 
will be taken. 

The priorities for the 
Centre will be to campaign 
over local issues such as 
free bus passes and weekly 
signings for the registered 





unemployed. But more inmport- 
antly the Centre will be able 
to engage in joint action with 
employed workers over redun- 
dancies and closures. 


For more information about 
the Unemployed Centre, contact 
the Trades Council, 96 Dalstm 
Lane, E8. 
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Support Unit 


The Trades Council, with 
money from Urban Aid, have 
also set up a Support Unit 

to give advice and informa- 
tion to unions in the borough. 
In addition, the two workers 
will be doing research into 
the local economy and will ke 
liaising closely with the 
Unemployed Centre. 

The Support Unit is situated 
at 34 Dalston Lane (telephone 
249 8086), and will act as a 
focus for the Trades Council 
activities. Trade unionists 
are welcome to drop in, send 
in information and seek 
advice. 


PROBLEMS IN PARTNERSHIP 


Hackney was declared a 
Partnership Authority, with 
Islington, back in 1977. The 
intention was that central 
government, the local auth- 
ority, local people and 
their groups would work 
together "in partnership". 
They would use central 
government funds (75 per 
cent) plus local authority 
grants (25 per cent) to 
work on all the problems 
Hackney was experiencing 

as an inner city area. 
These include job losses, 
housing decay, lack of 
social services, educat- 
jon and health facilities 
and the general environ- 
ment. 


The programme is in its 
third year. Each year for the 
past two years Hackney has 
had around £43 million to 
spend (compared with a total 
spending turnover of £144 
million for Hackney Borough 
Council. 

Recently, as part of the 
government's "restriction on 
public expenditure", Hackney 
was singled out as an "over- 
spending" authority, result- 
ing in three sorts of finan- 
cial penalties: 

_ 1, Hackney's share of the 
national £200 million cut in 
local spending; 

2. A specific penalty for 
Hackney, amongst other, 

“mostly Labour-controlled, 
authorities who “overspent” 
of £1 million; 


3. The withdrawal of Hackney 
Council as a partner in the 
Partnership. 

As a response to particula- 
rly the latter penalty, but 
closely related to all the 
financial penalties, Hackney 
Community Action (nee PIP 
and Hackney Community Link- 
up) decided to mount a cam- 
paign to save Partnership, 
particularly though not ex- 


clusively linked to commun- 
ity groups in Hackney (there 
are now well over 130 comm- 
unity and &hnic minority 
groups who are or have been 
funded by Partnership, in- 
cluding previous Urban Aid 
and there are over 80 workers 
employed by these groups). 


Tactics 


Various tactics have been 
discussed in trying to save 
Partnership. Some have been 
put into practice: a petition 
is circulating Hackney groups, 
individuals, councillors, 
council officers unions; a 
proposed demonstration at 
County Hall for 19 January 
was called off by the gov- 
ernment with two days to 
go; press statements and 
other general propaganda 
about the threat to Partner- 
ship. 

Various meetings between 
Hackney councillors and Lord 
Bellwin, the Secretary to 
the Inner City Directorate 
(ex-Tory leader of Leeds 
Council) have been taking 


place in the run-up to the 
19 January main Partnership 
meeting at County Hall. 
These have been mainly to 
discuss whether Hackney 
could, or should, apply for 
a waiver on these penalties 
to get them withdrawn. 
(Islington Council did neg- 
otiate with the government 
and got their penalties 
waived, much to the disgust 
of many Labour authorities.) 

Hackney Council has re- 
fused to discuss this issue 
with the government repres- 
entatives on the basis that 
this would amount to agreeing 
with the cuts, the "manage- 
ment" of spending and the 
principle of restricting and 
reducing public expenditure. 
On their part, Hackney Coun- 
cil have remained in solid- 
arity with the group of 
nine Labour London author- 
ities who are pursuing court 
action around the penalties, 
on the basis that: 

a. The yardsticks used for 
measuring overspending were 
not consistently applied; 
some authorities could have 
been penalised and were not 
(eg Conservative-controlled 
urban areas), others were 
penalised and should not 
have been. Therefore. the 
penalties were illegal. 

b. The interim penal 
clauses used by the Environ- 
ment Minister Michael 
Heseltine were put into 
force ahead of the local 
government legislation. This 


action should be coming to 
court soon. 

The position about Partner- 
ship at the moment is that 
next year Hackney Council 
will not be able to submit 
a full list of its own pro- 
posals (though £497,000 
worth of Council projects 
are in the draft 1981/2 pro- 
gramme about to be finalised) 
at the same time community 
organisations have put in 
requests for £459,000 worth 
of projects. The major prob- 
lem is that if government 
included next year's central 
and local government spending 
on partnership in an assess- 
ment of Hackney's level of 
public expenditure (as it 
has done this year), then 
Hackney Council will be pen- 
alised for trying to solve its 
problems - penalised for 
receiving government money. 

Secondly, all the other 
cutbacks and penalties will 
leave the council unable to 
carry out its mainline 
spending plans, then putting 
massive pressure on Council 
spending committees being 
able to find their 25 per 
cent of those projects which 


Cancellation 


The 19 January main Partner- 
ship meeting with central 
government ministers was 
cancelled, with less than 
ene working day to go. The 
apparent reason was that 
Lord Bellwin - the same 


government negotiator that 
councillors had met before - 
had replaced the previous 
chairperson (Sir Geoffrey 
Finsberg MP) and that Lord 
Bellwin had a previous en- 
gagement: As a result Hackney 
Community Action had to call 
off the planned demonstration 
and in its place 25 member 
groups met Councillors Kotz, 
Weller, Wilson and Marsh to 
discuss the current situation. 

Councillor Kotz raised 
many doubts about next year's 
programme - primarily on the 
basis that if Hackney was 
only playing a minor role 
next year could it, as an 
authority, "fork out monies, 
hold the purse strings" for 
everyone else? Cllr Kotz 
said that Hackney would be 
unique (with Lambeth) in 
getting, of all urban auth- 
orities nationally, v:0 Urban 
Aid. In this case it would 
put them in a different 
position regarding funding 
other organisations. However, 
next year Hackney Council 
will have, as things stand 
at the moment, £23 million 
of existing projects and £3 
million of new ones. There- 
fore it is not true they 
would have no money from 
Urban Aid. 

You are urged to sign the 
petition and lobby your 
local councillor to back 
the Save Partnership campaign. 
For further details, contact 
Hackney Community Action, 
380 Old St, ECl; tel 729 3356 











rn gee Bi ge wl "€ 
“ges ‘yaw Hahn byng Showyey’t 
cy fon ond ge - ray mg 








SOYVNSV % 
“Li isa 


ug 4),,- Yom Pony yng SITS “1 


MI ves “ny 
pm OG od POH mG 


samy, 
awn ‘uaeuy UOIBULMAN 
ayxLL *suaeuh umo 
Alay} pey arey 
PLNom sabe, ta 
qs0W *Aunquag 
YF6L F4F UL 
uopuo] 40 uoLsUedxa 
ayz Liqun sabe ita 
aUaM UOZVIWOH pue 
uozde,) *uozbul 
-MAN 24035 *LLOM 
-a,yoeyus *uozs|eg 
BALL Sabe_L LA 7SoW 
*syoeu} UO $}a0944S 
LeAaeLpaw yO sauLl 
peurbLuo ayy uo 
LLe A_qeqoud sue 
ZIAZS YyOUNy) Uoz 
-BULMAaN ay404S5 pue 
gue] | LaMaLyxoeus 
Saue7 BuLuuow 
© q90u4 
SxLL SpeOu DULPULM 


*synd ayy Aq 
pauazeaiyy MOU SL ZL 


Auew 03 AOL 40 BdUNOS 
*007 %4ed PLOSSLLI 


*ssalasn 

ALLENZALA suedaq FL ZeYz 
Aiddns paddtuzszno os puewep 
UOLJONAZSUOD SJL JO SUeBA Ma} B 
ULYZLM *UOPBULLST UL 89e3S3 
ssanbuey ay} JO abpa uuazsem 
BY} UO puke yAAed PLOSSL|D *44ed 
Aanqsutj uL LL L3S uses aq ued 
4] “4dALY papueog ayQ Jo sweu 
ay} JL pauura YyoLYymM *zONpanbe 
UaPOOM eB UO Paluued SeM 4L 
suapuog AunqubLy/u0z Hulman 
3403S ay} UQ “puezs MOU 

Ay Luouyny uazeM sewey, ay} JO SBdLJJO 
dy) BUuayM SSLLAM SUALPeS UeoU pazeULW49a} FI “Pp4OJJUSH 
4eau WOAJ UOPUOT 0} 4azeM YSauy BuLug 03 (U0PbULLST 

UL WLY uagye paweu duenbs e sey oym) uoze_ppAW ybnH 40 
UOLIDAULP 9Y} UapUN E|-609L UL pezNUZSUOD SeM AdALY MON BUL 





ge nL. b fod Gawg 1m My dn 





& 





esol 


Ie 3 
1 [ : 














*LMOJ PLLM BuLquny pue BuLysty *smoo uoy 
spunouB Butpaas se quequodwt AL LeuoLydace auam saysuew 
Aguydey pue MOZSWeYILeM AxL{ SUB, pue saysueW ‘Y4sauoy ay} 
ut sBuluea,d Butyew Aq paystiqezsa useq arey pinom ybnouog 
yz UL SWuey, BYR LLY ‘JUeUWaA FSB, BYyZ SL YUeY BLUOZILA 
yoLymM JO Spoomsdoystg se uMOUH 4Waqze| 4YSau0} |ALSSeW e Aq 
pazeuedas auam szajwey uamo, pue AsuydeYH “suas puke saysuew 
S}Sau0} ‘saunqzsed ‘smopeaw ‘splalj JO aunqxLw e aq plnom 
adedspue, ayy (AuNquag yyEL) Bwlz Sly dy ‘Wuey S, YOO} 
BuLueaw ‘u0ZSaYyd0H WOUJ SAaWOD UOZXOH pue ,Wuey s, yANquNH,, 
SURBW UOJABWOH * Wel S,Je[UOag, WOuJ awod AewW uoqsS| eG 
",LLEY 842 UO Wuey, UOJ UOXeS ay WOU saWOd UuOoYde,) awWeU 
aul “YsueW S,edeRH UO YOR S,e9eH WOU} aWOd 
Aew ¥[9S91 AauyxDeyH aweu ay, *yBnouog ay} sos 
aduaplAa uoxes uofew apLiAoud saweu ade|g 

















< 
\ 






*Aaepunog ay} ed] UdALY au BuLyew sBuLy ca 
34} YZPLM BINUY e pabueuue yeaUy |YY Pas Ly 
dV 828 Ul “SOL 2390 *XaSsz 4O ULMUDAA 
pue jUuay JO e399 *SsbuLy UOXeS OM} UVaMjagG 
uozde,) JO AZLULILA |yy UL 3139eq “OfeW e SEM Juayy - 
FeYY FL SPY UOLZLPeuj] ‘ULeZLug UL 913285 0} UNbaq peY 
SUOXeS OLp GY UL ULeZLUg WOU, SUeWOY B4yZ YO LeMeUpUZLM 
GY} B40J9q USAW ‘SaWL} URWOY UL UOPUO] 4OJ pOOJ AapPLA 
-Oud 0} pawiuey sem AduxdeH JO ZSOM yeYUR afqeqoud si 2] 








Asuypepy JO Gey KETPRE EOP EP CULL 











7a 


“Aayzoue 9q PLNOD Yaeuis YHLY UOJUaWOH *Yybnou0g 
94} UL BuO ULeW a4yQ - aqzeBsdoystg *3aau9S5 YBLY 
pue,sbuly SLL LH puojweys pue Uopuo7 uo paujuad 
SOM ULEJLUg PSeP9-YINOS UL wWaZSAS PROY UELOY DU] 
*pue(6uq ysea-yNOS ul aqtuz UeULWOpP a4. aWedaq 
LuneLLaanze) ay Saby uouy ay 40 pua ay. spuemo; 
“sed BY} WOU SOPURAOULA, 94} puke Sam pue UYQUOU 
OY} WOUs LuNe|LaANze) 9yz - seqiad (9g OOF) 

aby uouy OM} UBaMzaq Auepunog e se pajzIe 

BACY OF PSASLLIG ALL PUOLZLPeU} SL :edT] UAALY BUY 





*AARAGL{ UeWdL] BSOY Bayz UL UVES aq 
ued punoj sem ZeYM JO BWOS *UOWWO) U0ZHULMAaN 


9403S punoue sat{ (Ig 000'OOZ) ILYFLLOALed 
A,uea quequodut sow ayzi jo auo :AU0ZSL Yau 


*[BPLuazew Meu 4O SBdUNOS ULBY} 0} UasO[D aq 03 
Osle pue Saul} JO |dURYD ssa, sem duayy asned 
-3q 40 Sadeds 94} papasu Asay} asnedaq uo A419 
94} UL YAOM OF UOLSSIWUad pasnjau suam Kau 
asnedaq uayjla *BuLmeug pue sapeuz BuLyyius 
PLOB pue warits *Butyqolo *aunqiuung ay. uoy 
S84}uUad awed9q UseUy [eUYZEag pue YOILPauoUsS 
*smad om} ut atdoad go, ALuo But 
-yeas ‘pue,buqz ut Ladeyd ysal_ews ayz eaey Kaul 
“O69L UL LENG ALL euLBLuo SuaM puog Uo Wde|) 
$0 BPlLS Jsea ay} UO SasnMoysW|y PooM sdousig 





“suey padeidau sadeuuay 
yey, AemL Lev ay} JO YUaUdOLaAepP ay YZLM ALUO 
sem 3] “Aunquad 426, By [LLqUN LeunziNdtube A} 


*punoubuapun 

ysOL ALLeNZUsAS pue UBAO papueog 406 sty 
SP9Lu4ZUBD YIGL PuUe Bl 99e, BYR UT] *JadUIS dUuPW 
$O Jued UsayZUoU ayy BuoLe UNU 02 pasn yooug 
Asuyxdey ay, *Younyo Aauyxdey JO suLewau | {14S 
49MO}Z 9YyZ ALUQ *YOILPauOYs pue UOZBULMaN 3045S 
*Xauydey - ABVuUYDeY UL SaYydunyd |aauyz AL UO 

B49M BU9Y} *SAWLZ LPABLPAW UL :YydUNYy) AauUydeH 
“9DL[Od ayq pue sqsLoses 

-ljyue *sjstose} UsamM{aq sayse,d AUew jo auads 
94} OSLE SEM ZI “SALLLe4 PLOY 03 (AaLSow pLemsg 
dapun) systosey ayy Aq pasn sem peoy Aalply 
“SOLJALYL DY} UL SALL [PU YSLOSeY-LJUe DALSSeU 
$0 9USDS BY} OS|Le SEM 4] *SJsunyyueg ayy Aq pa] 
suBtedwed abeujjns ay, Bulpnjout suolzestuebuo 
s,Uawom Auew uO} ZULOd AL quasse pue wnuoy e 

se 8104 Juequodwt ue paxeid 4] ‘punoubh Buriegep 





pue ade{d Bbutqaow dLyqnd e se pasn sem yued 

ayl *‘Aunquad sty} jo BuLuutbaq ayy Ltjzun ayyeq 
0} pamol,[e JOU auam UaWOM *SLUUaZ pUe 4ayxdLUD 
‘Butyzeq *Butzeog papnidur sarzitLoey sy pue 
Gry8l wou ILLqGnd ayy Aq pasn sem :yueg PLU0ZDIILA 
“Spue|pPLW LPLUZSnpuL 9Yyz YZLM soweyy 

94} POBUUOD 0} AUNzUad YG, B42 UL 9IINg Sem 
SarqebiAeu ALL eLyued AL UO mou :|euUe) UOLU pUeUd 
“ZE6L 

UL pauado sem *4L pULYyaq ZL LNg S| Ley UMOZ YUAa 
-sdud ay} uazye poaysLj;owap sem 4] *QOOS8L3 3500 
ZI ‘Suayogng Leo0, Aq daays uoj yOopped e se 
pasn awit} auo ye adeds uado ue *aAouyg AaUxDeH 
AaW4OJ 9YZ UO FL LNG Sem 4 UL pazeld 

-WOD. SEM LLPY UMOJZ PUODAS ayy :[,eH UMO] ABUxDeH 
*“sasuoy Buluazem UOJ pasn *‘puod e sem YOLUM 

JO OplLszno *sem a3e6| [032 |9yz auaym *qnd e paumo 








adAey OF ples sem [Leg uw ‘“Aunquad uzySL 9yz 40 
pud 9y3.Aq auob |1e auam Asay pue *Aunjusd yAgL 
A, wea ay} UL paonpouqUL a4aM S[LO] “peOu ayy 40 
daaydn ayz voy ABuOW ASLeU 02 PALAS|, SeM | [02 Y 
*peoy xassqy pue peoy puog s,LLeg 40 uoLrqzouNne ayz 
ye 9306, 109 © aq 02 pasn auayz :peoy puodg si Leg 

*Ladeyd ayz 40 woop yzuoU 

ay} 0} uolzLsod uL BulLpuodsausod woop yy4oU 

ay} YLM Ladeyd ayy JO aZLs ayy UO 4, ING Sem 
de; Avamaug qnd auy “ybnouog ayz UL OM} ALUO 4O 
auo sem [ezidsoy au, “puejsbulry jo zaLwey ayz 
$O squeziqeyuL ay Aq diysuom uoy pasn sem 3L 

LOZL 4aqse FL eILdsoy ay} 03 pabuo_aq Ladeyo ay 
*BULpL Lng wos pasee, SeM 93LS 9Yy} UaYM S| 9/1 [LF 
-un ‘squeg Aq pauazstuiwpe Leyidsoy uade, e sem 

*peoy puog s,LLeg pue ue, sbuly 40 wausod 
ayy ze SLezidsoy ayy :Ladey) pue peoy pue| sbuly 








-}UeULWOpaud pauLewau AauyxDeH JO YBnouog aul = - mys C25 r 
*uaeuh | LaMaLyOeus 40 apts yynos [ byno os he. : 
yz uo AOL LLaMaLyIeus JO asnoy uoueW ay, 4 YM) Q Loy AY STZ 
“IT dem Pluom ut But sie nig sud Crdorg hewayy “7 
-PLIENG 9LOYM B44 PausAOd YOLYM HuLlbe, snowed 4o oH 0g FM wi 


suLewau UdsS Bq ued HULPLLNg SLY JO SLL eM aUy 

uO “LLBY uMOZ Aep YUaSaud 9y} 40 33LS ay} UO 
LENG sem uoZBULMAN axY02S JO |SNoY uouRW aul 

‘aujzuad uofew e sem peoy pue] 

-sBuly *Buryew af14 pue yoLug sem Aunqzuad Gi-p] 

yz UL BUNZ[NILUBeE wou, Yuede AuzsnpuLt AL uO aul 


AU)" OT 

0 "om agar) hoy) saps) bt 

‘boy yf 9 -qpwy 99'7 fo se mv’ gl 

‘doys sadayy mummy 4049 _woidmey) vlan Ls 

‘bvumnivg 

TE ASTON Arwmng—- sy hyivnmnvngy - se ‘1 

4 of 
Sd vom dn 

= m wad’ anus das) a Ble “+I 

sso thay =) ie UY wom - avy yy) LI 


“210g yo ® rvofem mp 0f meumeaisy bean 


: +l 
RU at IP omy pone ir 4 


: nave) 
hyjwnvernsy Y wyvno py Nupy - wre) warnuly “wg “b 


ww =‘ wayays wryownf’ weird “2 
oes I 4v Deen sls) aly - MeV) J wen 'L 


in “omen of ede rn pe 
Hots = eg tte ol — moa dass 599, 9 


mr 2 
Pearman Zs : AQ round 7 
Ne | ;  aidly?' sol 


"Stuy 40 atdwexa pooh e sem mog Aq Aa[woug 3e 
SLLEW PQUYL “SLL LW “aqzemM “oy ua*Od Jo aounos 
queqzuodwi ue Os,te sem pue poluad uoxes ayy 
ynoyBnouyz a_qeBLaeu AL qeqoud sem ea] 4aALy aul 





Ww} 





HACKNEY PEOPLE'S PRESS 





THEATRE ROYAL, STRATFORD EAST 
Gerry Raffles Sq, E15. 


(Box Office: 534 0310) 


Mon 26 Jan - Sat 7 Feb: The 
Theatre Royal presents their 
"Beano. 81', an excitingly 
varied fortnight's festival 
of events. Programme as 
follows: 


*26-27 Jan: Brampton Manor 
School present 'The -Thwart- 
ing of Baron Bolligrew', by 
Robert Bolt. 

*28-31 Jan: Pip Simmons 
Theatre Group present ‘Rien 
Ne Va Plus', written and 
directed by Pip Simmons ,and 
featuring The Nice Tennis 
Club Jazz Band. 

*2 Feb: Theatre Du Mouvement, 
an original form cf movement 
theatre involving mime, dance 
and gymnastics. 

*3-4 Feb: The English Dance 
Theatre present 'Nosferatu' & 
‘Love’ Songs', to be perforned 
on 3: and 4 Feb resvectively. 
*5-7 Feb: Paines Plough pre- 
sent 'Beef' by David Pownall, 
a new comedy which draws its 
inspiration from a 12th Cent- 
ury epic poem. 


For times of performances and 
further details, contact Gill 


Ward on: 534 7374 or 534 2178 


CHATS PALACE 42-44 Brooksby's 
Wk, E9 (986 6714) 


Sat’31 Jan: ‘Clone Yer Own', 
presented by Covent Garden 
Community Theatre. Cub rep- 
orter Linda Necklace trails 
missing scientist and encour 
ters strange goings-on and 
unexplained mysteries at the 
headquarters of an obscure 
religious cult, 


Perfs: 8.00 pm. 
Tickets: £1.20) adults; 
60p children & OAP's. 


KING'S HEAD THEATRE 
115 Upper St, NI (226 3561) 
26 Jan--14 Feb: The Barrow 
Poets present ‘Daffodils *~ 
Perf: Dinner at 7.00 pm; 
Show at 8.00pm. 
Tickets: £2.00 for show, 
£5.95 including 
dinner; membership 25 p. 


LITTLE ANGEL MARIONETTE THEATRE 


14 Dagmar Pass, Cross St, NI 
(226 1787) 


Shows for 6 years and over 


Sats & Suns, 7 Feb- 23 Mar: 

‘Cupid & Psyche' 
Regs! 3. 00pm Extra pens 
formance: half-term holiday 
shows on 24, 25 & 26 Feb, 
at 3.00 pm. 


Sait 92! Jan | & Sun iL) Feb: 
‘Wonder Island! 
Perfs: 3.00 pm. 


Matinees for 3-5year olds 
Sats commencing 31 Jan: 


‘The Magic Pen' 





Perfs: 11.00 am. Special 
performance on 24, 25& 26 
Feb, at 11.00 am. 
Tickets: Afternoon Shows 
£75 ivadultss 
£1.25 children 
Matinees (11 am 
£1.25 adults; 
£1.00 children 


For all shows it is advisable 
to book by 'phone 


FEBRUARY 1981 


If you want a free listing 
in our What's On section, 
send details of your event 
to HPP, 85 Dalston Lane, ES. 
Listings for the March issue 
should be sent by Monday 16th 
February. 


ADVERTISEMENT 






















EAST LONDON 
TROOPS OUT 


are holding a: 
BENEFIT 


SATURDAY 7 FEBRUARY 


aie 
CLUB, 


THE LABOUR & TRADES 
96 DALSTON LANE, E8 


Live music, with New Era and 
others. Beer. 


Starts: 8pm 
Admission: £1 (50p unwaged) 


MUSIC 


CROWN & CASTLE 


| Dalston Junction, E8 
(254 3678) 
The Meeting Place folk club 
has Irish folk music every 
Fri, Sat & Sun evenings. 


Resident band Cara, Plus 
surprise guests. 
8.30 - 11.00 pm. Free 


J? JS 


HACKNEY MUSICIANS' COLLECTIVE 


List of forthcoming gigs: 
Every Monday, at the Earl of 
Aberdeen pub (corner of Grove 
Rd & Roman Rd, Bethnal Green 
E2), 8pm till midnight; 
entrance 50p. 


*Fep 2's 
*Feb 9: 


Managing Directors 
Ivory Coasters & 
The Flats 

*reb 16: To be confirmed 
*Feb 23: To be confirmed 


Gigs at Chats Palace, 42-44 
Brooksby's Walk, E9. (Check 
with Chats Palace for tick- 
et prices.) 


*Feb 27: Oxy & The Morons 


The Collective have just 
released an album which has 
most of the bands in the 
collective on and this will 
be on sale at all collect- 
ive gigs. The collective 
can be contacted at : 

86 Holmleigh Rd, N16, or 
through Venita at Chats 
Palace, on 986 6714. 


THE PEGASUS 


109 Green Lanes, 
N16 (226 5930) 


Music every night of the 
week, including resident 
jazz/rock bands. 

Big Chief plays every. Sat. 
night, Alternative Cabaret 
every other Sunday night. 
Check with the Pegasus .for 
music on other nights. 
Admission (unless other- 
wise stated): £1. 

































HACKNEY PEOPLE'S PRESS BENEFIT 


Friday 20 February: HPP is 
organising yet another world- 
shattering benefit, with up- 
and-coming bands The C-Sharps 
and The Flats. 


Chats Palace, 42-44 Brooksby's 
Walk, E9. Starts: 8.00pm. 


\ 


HACKNEY AGAINST CUTS IN 
EDUCATION (HACE) 


Friday 6 February: Benefit. 
With: The Managing Directors, 
The C-Sharps and disco. At 
Chats Palace, 42-44 Brocksby's 
Walk, E9. 8.00 pm. 
Admission: 


- 


CINEMA 


KONAK CINEMA 11 Stoke Newing- 
ton Rd (254 2415) 
February Programme 
Commencing Sun 1 Feb: 
'The Bermuda Triangle’ 
* Commencing Sun 8 Feb: 
'The Jazz Singer' 
* Commencing Sun 15 Feb: 
‘The Formula' 
* Commencing Sun 22 Feb: 
‘Battle Beyond the Star' 
* Commencing Sun 1 Mar: 
‘The Danger Man' 


Tickets: £1.70 adults, 
£1.00 children. 

For times of programmes , 

phone the box office. 


3 





RIO CINEMA 107 Kingsland High 
t (254 6677) 


For details of this month's 
programme, see the Rio ad. 


SCESs 







MEETINGS 


HACKNEY FIGHTBACK 

Meets on the first Monday 

of every month. The meet- 
ings are open to affiliatec 
groups, to discuss strategy 
for fighting cuts in local 
services. 

8.00pm at the Labour & Trades 
Hall, 96 Dalston Lane, E8. 





HACKNEY HEALTH CAMPAIGN 
Meets on the second Tuesday 
of every month to discuss 
issues affecting local 
health services. Everyone 
welcome. 

7.30pm at the Shoreditch 
Health Centre, 210 Kings- 
land Road, E2. 





THE MATTHEW O'HARA COMMITTEE 
Thurs 5 Feb: Public meeting 
to discuss the conditions in 
prisons and mental homes, 
which allowed Matthew O'Hara 
to die. To be held each month 
at 8pm in Centerprise, 136 
Kingsland High St, E8. 


NEW ISLINGTON & HACKNEY TEN- 
ANTS' ASSOCIATION (ACORN) 


All tenants of New Islington 
& Hackney Housing Association 
are omvoted to a special meet- 
ing of your Tenants' Associa- 
tion, Acorn, on: 

Tuesday 10 February, at 
7.30pm, at Essex Rd Library, 
Essex Road, NI (near Essex Rd 
Station). The meeting is to 
discuss repairs and mainten- 
ance. Come and talk to your 
tenants' representative - 
your housing is under attack: 
For further information, 
telephone 739 3631. 


Admission: £1.20. Disco & bar. 


GAY MEN'S SELF DEFENCE 
Ten week course on self 
defence starts on Sun 25 Jan 
7-9 pm, at the Factory, 

107 Mathias Rd, N16. Gay 
instructor, fully qualified. 
Contact Tony Landsberg, at 
36 Foulden Rd, N16, for 
details. 


HACKNEY CAMPAIGN FOR®* 
NUCLEAR DISARMAMENT 


SPEAKERS AND SLIDE SHOW 







HCND have over ten speakers who 
are willing to visit any group 
or organisation in Hackney on 
the issue of nuclear disarmament 
Subjects for discussion include: 
British Civil Defence; Soviet 

& American strategic thinking; 
Cruise Missiles; CND strategy 
in the '80s; Alternative Employ- 
ment in the arms trade, etc. 
The slide show contains over 50 
slides on the H-bomb dropped on 
Hiroshima in 1945 and the res- 
ulting damage to life. 

Together with speakers and 
slides, HCND will provide a 
literature stall selling CND 
badges, leaflets and books, 
plus HCND's own publications. 
You tell us when you want a 
speaker to come along to your 
next meeting, what you'd like 
to discuss, and leave the rest 
to us. 


WRITE NOW TO: 
Speakers, 
Hackney CND, 
P.0. Box No. 27, 
136 Kingsland High St, 
LONDON E8. 
























ADVERTISEMENT 


WHATS ON Fevruary 


THEATRE 


tube: finsbury pk. 


GALLERY BOOK STORE 
invites artists to submit 
work for 

THE 1981 EXHIBITION 
(Professional and student) 


Mixed media, framed work not 
to exceed 2 ft x 3 ft, pottery 
and small sculpture. 

Up to six works may be 
submitted (four pottery). 
Submission fee: 50p per 
work. Hanging fee for those 
selected £1.50 per work (£1 
unwaged). No extra fee for 
pottery where all work will 
be acceptable. 


Work can be submitted 
(gallery hours) up to 
13 February. 


Exhibition will run from 
17 February - 7 March. 


GALLERY BOOK STORE 

25 Lower Clapten Road, E5. 
(opp. police station) 

tel: 986 3753. 

Open Tues-Fri 11-6, Sat 10-4. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


HOXTON HALL THEATRE 


128a HOXTON STREET, LONDON Nl 


(Tel: 739 5431) 


NEW THEATRE SEASON OPENS ON 30th JANUARY 


Programme of events 


Friday 30 January 


Saturday 31 January 
& Sunday 1 February 


Friday 6 & Saturday 
7 February 


Sunday 8 February 


Friday 13 February 


THE NONSUCH SINGERS 


‘GOING DOWN 'OXTON' - 
Experience Youth Theatre 


‘OUT OF OUR HEADS' - 
Young People's Theatre 


ACTIONSPACE BENEFIT with CABARET! 
STUART DEEKS - Music for yoice 


by the 


by Hoxton 


and violin 


Saturday 14 February 


ST. VALENTINE'S SOCIAL --with 


THE OAKLANDERS 


Friday 20 February 
Saturday 21 February 
Tuesday 24 February 


GYMNASTIC DANCE THEATRE 
BARN DANCE 
'THE OLD TESTAMENT' - by Incubus 


Theatre 


Friday 27 February 


MAJOR CHORLTON-CUM-HARDY 's 


MUSIC HALL 


Telephone for details. 


All shows commence at 8.00 pm. 


Admission: £1; Children/Claimants 30p; Pensioners 2Op. 


Weekend Workshops 


(2-day courses: £3; unwaged £1) 


14-15 Feb: Music; 21-22 Feb: Dance; 28-29 Mar: Mixed Media 


Regular Classes in: 


Drama, Art, Pottery, Reading, Dance, Keep Fit, Crafts 


Activities for: 


Youth, Pensioners, Women, School & Pre-School children 


TELEPHONE 739 5431 FOR DETAILS, OR CALL IN AT HOXTON HALL 
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No Equality At Birth | Wolcott offends 


Every birth it comes different 


writings from Hackney Reading Centre 





Every Birth It Comes 
Different - writings from 
Hackney Reading Centre; 
a0! 

This book is an anthology 
of writings by women who 
have experiences pregnancy 
and childbirth, by fathers 
and one by a friend. I don't 
know if similar collections 
have been published, but if 
they have I have never seen 
them in the now well-stocked 
women's health sections in 
local bookshops. For me, 
this was the first time I'd 
read or heard about first- 
hand experience of childbirth 
and miscarriage. Information 
that had up until now been 
buried in voluminous hand- 
books on the subject was 
told simply and directly - 
the beginning of labour, the 
pain and the moment of birth 
are all written about really 
vividly. But what comes over 
most of all is the intimacy 
of the writing and the lack 
of self-consciousness of 
each woman, which is char- 
acteristic of much of the 
work done by women and men 
at Hackney Reading Centre. 

The fact that this is a 
collection, rather than a 
single autobiography also 
gives the book a special sig- 
nificance - you get the 
impression that the authors 
have come together to talk 
about, and share their 
memories of very important 
times in their lives. 

I think this is a worth- 


while book for anyone to 


buy who is interested in — 
childbirth. It draws you in, 
in a way that no handbook 
can. And as a book it's a 
nice one to own - it's’ got 
a good introduction, it 
tells you something about 


each of the writers, it's got 
a wonderful title and no one 
has written too densely. If 
this seems too praising, well, 
perhaps some of the photos 

do lend the air of technical 
illustration. But I'd like to 
find this book in local fam- 
ily planning centres and 
doctors' surgeries, as well 
as on display in libraries. 
(As a postscript, though, I 
hope someone who has had a 
child will give their point 
of view, too.) 


Wolcott burst onto our TV 
screens in the middle of 
January in four one-hour 
programmes shown, unusually, 
in the same week. It was 
supposed to be the fictional 
adventures of a black detect- 
ive in the Metropolitan 
Police based in, believe it 
or not, Hackney. What we 
in fact Saw was an amazing 
mish-mash of badly made 
fims, showing lots of local 
places, a series of racial 
caricatures, gratuitous sex 
and violence. 

The programmes seem to 
have offended everyone 
who saw them, including the 
police. The black population 
of Hackney was seen to be 





Aphoto by photographers at the Clapton Youth Centre of a 
martial arts demonstration by Professor Dossett and his team. 


This picture was taken by Everton Gale, one of the photograph- 
ers at the Clapton Youth Centre, where this demonstration of 
Martial arts was staged by Professor Dossett and his team. 
"This picture is about when this boy is throwing a girl", writes 
Everton, "and the thing I like about this picture is it's taken 
in different stages. The hand is out of focus, it's so fast. 
It's actually moving when the pciture's taken. All the hair 
flashing about. That shows how really fast it was." 

The photographic session is on Thursday evening at 6pm, and 
other activities at the Clapton Youth Centre, which is in 
Almack Rd, E5, include art, drama, dance, steel band and 

many sports. 
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THE FLATS 


+ disco 


£120. Boe (unwagea) 


Spm FRIDAY 20 FEBUARY 


Chat’s 


42-%y BeooKseys 


Palace ~~ -- 


almost entirely composed of 
drug-dealers, muggers and 
criminals, and other racist 


sterptypes. The police 
were either thick or crooked. 
Dudley Dryden, chairperson 
of Hackney Council for Racial 
Equality told HPP that the 
HCRE would be taking the 
programmes up with ATV, the 
company that made them. He 
had thought originally that 
the programmes might show 
some integrity, but he 
had quickly seen that that 
_was not the case. 
HPP would like to hear from 


HACKNEY PEOPLE'S PRESS 





readers what they thoyght of 
the programmes. Did they 
reflect life in Hackney as 
you know it? 


A number of local individuals 
and groups have already written 
to ATV to protest at the films. 
If you were aS appalled as they 
were, then write to them at 
this address: 


Jean Morton, Head of Audience 
Relations, ATV Network Ltd, 
ATV Centre, Birmingham B1 2uP. 


Advertisement. 





Hackney's Community Printer 
now has a new suction-feed 
A4 offset press available 
to produce work for your 
organisation - CHEAPLY.... 
QUICKLY...and RELIABLY 










Contact us for 


* BADGES and badge machine 
hire 


DUPLICATING 
OFFSET PRINTING 


PROCESS CAMERA and 
photographic darkroom 


DESIGN and LAYOUT 
































Above Mecca Bookmakers. 













Come up and see us - 
Monday - Thursday 10.00-5.30 
Friday 10.00-1.30 





Only 20p each plus SAE. 


Cut-out dancing Maggie 
doll - special offer at 
only 20p plus postage. 


They've got to go: oan 


Trade enquiries welcome. 

















TORIES ARE 

THE CREAM 

OF BRITAIN- 

RICH, THICK 
and 

FULL OF CLOTS 



















5p badge catalogue. 






iS TROJAN Printing Services 
5 (Workers' Co-operative) 


3. Telephone 01-249 8191 





va 
Tel: 254 6677 


Weekly Programme 


Mon 2 Feb for 2wks. 


BABYLON (X) & PRESSURE (AA) 


Mon 23 Feb for 7days INCREDIBLE JOURNEY (U) & 
DEVIL AND MAX DEVLIN (A) 


Sunday Matinees 


February 1st (at 2.30) CASABLANCA & 


THE 


MALTESE FALCON 


February 8th (at 2.30) BREAKING AWAY & 
NORMA RAE 


February 15th (at 2.30) AMARCORD & 
GARDEN OF THE FINZI-CONTINIS 


Friday & Saturday Lates at 11,15 pm 


Fri 6 February 
Sat 7 February 


BABYLON 
BREAKING AWAY & 


& PRESSURE 


NORMA RAE 


Fri 13 February 


AMARCORD & 


GARDEN OF THE FINZI-CONTINIS 


Sat 14 February 


BABYLON & PRESSURE 


As the rest of the programme was not available as we 
went to press, we advise that you ring the Rio Cinema 
box office for times of weekly programmes and further 


details. 
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Answer is 


no answer 


We reported last month that 
Stanley Clinton Davis MP had 
sent the Home Office 38 
questions about Matthew 
O'Hara's treatment in Penton- 
ville prison last year. 
Matthew, a diabetic, died 
from an illness that started 
during the four days he was 
in the prison. Before he died 
he told friends he was 
assaulted and had vital in- 
Sulin refused. 

Clinton Davis has just re- 
ceived an answer that has 
angered him, and astounded 
Matthew's doctor, prison 
reform groups and friends 
of Matthew. Lord Belstead, 
the Minister responsible 
Foriprisons., 1S) novo ore- 
pared to attempt to give 
detailed answers to the list 
of questions", and refuses 
to investigate the issues 
further. Clinton Davis des- 
cribes Belstead's response 


as "hopelessly unsatisfact- 
ory .. He has studiously 
avoided answering the spec- 
ific questions put to him". 
Within a week of receiving 
the reply the MP has arr- 
anged a meeting with Matt- 
hew's GP and the various 
friends and organisations 
represented on the Matthew 
O'Hara Committee to decide 
on the most effective res- 
ponse. Ernie Roberts and Ron 
Brown, Hackney's other MPs, 
have both promised support. 
As we go to press, we do not 
know if the case will go to 
the Ombudsman or will be 
raised in Parliament, but 
Lord Belstead has certainly 
not heard the last of Mat- 
thew O'Hara. 

Clinton Davis sent the Home 
Office an official trans- 
cript of the inquest, a re- 
port from the Royal Northern 
Hospital (to which Matthew 


was sent from the prison), 

a statement make by Matthew's 
GP, and details of whom 
Matthew told about his dia- 
betes whilst in prison. All 
this evidence was new and 
appeared to show Lord Bel- 
stead's earlier replies 

were medically unintellig- 
able, largely irrelevant and 
left all the important quest- 
ions unanswered. Hence the 
detailed questions that 
Clinton Davis put to the 

Home Office. We have only 
space here to deal with one 
point from the substantial 
and mpressive document he 
submitted. 

Dr Smith (Matthew's GP) 
points out that even if 
everything the Home Office 
has said is true (there is 
good reason to believe it is 
not), the evidence shows 
Matthew was seriously ill in 
a cell without medical atten- 


FIGHT -BACK 


As you will be aware, we have 
had to put the price of 
Hackney People's Press up 

to 12p. We hope readers will 
be willing to pay this little 
extra for the paper. It is, 
we should point out, the 
first time we have put up 

the price since November 

1977 - beat that Marks & 
Spencer: 

However, we should tell 
our readers that this price 
rise is a symptom of a nasty. 
truth - that HPP is in des- 
perate financial trouble. In 
fact, it is only because we 
have managed to extend our 
credit at the printers that 
this issue can actually get 
into your hands at all. We 
have a deficit of some £300, 
and we can see no easy way 
of wiping this out. 

This is where you come in. 
We are going to launch the 
first ever appeal for general 
financial support for Hack- 
ney People's Press. Our most 
loyal readers will recall the 
€100 we raised for our little 
difficulty with Councillor 


"Ace RMaRaemaaencoeuea a aREN ERE) 


Subscribe! 


4 Take out a subscription to HPP 
and guarantee reguiar delivery: 


Just send a cheque/PO for £2.80 


r for one year's subscription to 
Hackney People's Press, 
85 Dalston Lane, E8. 


Please make cneques payable to 
HACKNEY PEOPLE'S PRESS. 


NAME 


u 
u 
Y anpress 
I 
i 


Me 


Printed and published by 
Hackney People's Press, 

85 Dalston Lane, London E8. 
Telephone 249 8191 (daytime 
messages), 249 O311 (evenings 
and weekends) . 








Miles Leggett (hi there, 


Miles!) some three years ago, 


when the paper was last 


threatened with closure. Well, 


two years of escalating 
costs under Thatcher and the 
Tories have make our prob- 
lems that much worse. Des- 
pite taking a now consider- 
able quantity of advertising 
and having a healthier cir- 
culation, we have to face 
the facts that we actually 
lose money on each issue. 
Like Lord Thomson, we have 
come to the end of the road. 
But unlike Lord Thomson we 
don't, thank God, have 
Rupert Murdoch about to rush 
to our rescue. 

Immediately, our problem is 
to find the £300 to pay off 
our outstanding bills. In 
the longer term, we need 
money to expand the paper 
and put us on a firmer foot- 
ing. For instance, an extra 
£300 would buy us a head- 
liner, which would make life 
much easier for us as well 
as remove the £5 or more a 
month we spend on transfer 
lettering for headlines. 

Our target, therefore, is 


Petty Bureau 





RkIsE $300 To 


BRICK CUT MRS 
THATCHER I 





to raise £300 by 31 March, 
and if possible, a further 
£300 by 30 June. So far, 
without public announcement 
of the fund, we have had 
promises of £26. And there 
is to be a benefit gig at 
Chats Palace on Friday 20 
February, with two bands, 
the C Sharps and the Flats. 
Come along to the benefit 
and have a good time and 
support your local paper. 
More importantly, rush your 
donations for our Fighting 
Fund to us. Our future de- 
pends on your response. 
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tion for 36 hours before be- 
jing sent to hospital. Clin- 
ton Davis wanted to know 
when the various symptoms of 
Matthew's illness were first 
observed: vomiting, coughing 
blood, increasing weakness, 
confusion, lethargy and loss 
of rationality, stomach pain 
and almost complete loss 

of voice. Dr Smith has shown 





HACKNEY PEOPLE'S PRESS 


HACKNEY PEOPLE'S PRESS holds 
regular meetings on Mondays 
at 8pm in our office at 85 
Dalston Lane, E8. If you 
would like to find out more 
about us - or volunteer to 
help write, produce or sell 
the next issue - then please 
come along. Meetings in Feb- 
ruary are on 2nd, 9th and 
16th. If you can't come, then 
ring 249 8191 (messages in day 
time) or 249 0311 (evenings & 
weekends). 


HACKNEY PEOPLE'S PRESS is an alternative 
non-profit making monthly newspaper 
produced by an open group of people who 
live or work in Wackney. We publish the 
the paper because we believe that Hackney 
needs an alternative tu the commercial 
‘press to serve the real interests of its 
people. We have no editor and no share- 
holders and no one is paid by the paper. 


HPP is your newspaper: anyone who lives 
or works in Hackney is welcome to come 
and help us. All decisions are made 
collectively. 


HPP is sold through various newsagents 
and shops throughout Hackney. If you 
think that your newsagent would like to 
sell it, on sale or return, then please 
contact us. And if you don't think that 
you can spare the time to become more 
fully involved, but you enjoy reading 
HPP and think more people should read 
it, then please get in touch if you are 
willing to sell a few copies to your 
friends or neighbours or at meetings. 














8. 


it is a medical impossibility 
for some of these symptoms 
to have developed suddenly 
on the day Matthew was sent 
to the hospital, and the 
hospital's report said 
others (coughing blood and 
copious vomiting) apparently 
started 36 hours before 

they received him. For a 

day and a half it seems 
Matthew was left to suffer 
in a cell. It seems import- 
ant to establish whether 
this neglect was by warders 


failing to report the develop- 


ment of the illness to the 
prison doctors, or the doc- 
tors failing to act on rep- 
ports received. Clinton Davis 
therefore asked when the sym- 
ptoms were first reported and 
what action the doctors took. 
If not reported until the 
day Matthew was sent to hos- 
pital, Lord Belstead was 
asked to find out why. 
Belstead refuses to answer 
any of these questions. 
Some, he says, could only be 
answered by breaking medical 
confidentiality. This excuse 
is nonsense as Matthew's 
doctor helped to write the 
questions and if Pentonville 
Prison does not record when 
a prisoner starts coughing 
blood then no wonder so many 
prisoners die. 


INSIDE OUT... 


In his ceaseless quest for 
supporters of the Council for 
Social Democracy amongst local 
Labour Party members, 
Left has fled to the lush past- 
ures and bright lights of a 
skiing holiday in Gstaad. He 
hopes to return next month... 


Inside 


RACE LAW 
MEETING 


In 1971 the Tories brought 

in a racist immigration act. 
They now plan to follow this 
up by bringing in nationality 
proposals which would deprive 
thousands of Hackney citizens 
of their rights. 

The Hackney North and Stoke 
Newington Labour Party is to 
call a meeting in March to 
explain these proposals and 
discuss how to fight them. 
The meeting will also call 
for support for the March 29 
demonstration against the 
Tory Nationality Bill. 

The Hackney North and Stoke 
Newington Labour Party wants 
to organise this meeting 
jointly with ethnic minority 
and anti-racist groups, so 
that theres the widest pos- 
sible campaign in the bor- 
ough on this issue. 

If you belong to an organ- 
isation which might be in- 
terested in sponsoring the 
meeting, please ask its sec- 
retary to write to: Secretary, 
HN & SN Labour Party, 8a 
Beatty Road, N16. Mark envel- 
ope "Nationality Meeting". 
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